
 
THE FACULTY SENATE 

 
February 28, 2011 

  
Dear Colleagues,  
  
In April of 2009, the Executive Committee of the Faculty Senate surveyed the TAMU faculty to obtain opinions 
as to a bill then under consideration by the Texas Legislature to allow guns in buildings at Texas universities. A 
total of 1,052 replies were received: 145 (13.8%) supported the proposed legislation; 878 (83.5%) were opposed; 
and 29 (2.8%) were indifferent.  
  
In December of 2010, the Texas A&M Faculty Senate passed a resolution opposing changing any Texas laws that 
would take away the authority of Universities to regulate such matters as “guns in the classroom.”  
  
The media reports that the Texas Legislature is moving forward on this issue and reports that this bill is likely to 
pass and be signed into law by our governor.  
 
We wish to inform the campus community that several grass root level efforts dealing with this important issue 
are currently underway. Today and tomorrow Texas A&M students will vote on whether to support or oppose 
allowing licensed concealed guns in campus buildings. Also, some faculty groups are in the process of organizing 
petitions to provide a united voice against this proposed legislation (see for example, the AAUP’s call for action 
posted @ http://dof.tamu.edu/Guns%20on%20Campus.pdf).  
 
The possibility of allowing students faculty and staff to bring guns into the classrooms and other University 
buildings is a frightening prospect to most faculty who have voiced their opinions on this matter. We encourage 
all of our faculty colleagues to participate in this important debate by forwarding their comments and opinions to 
dof@tamu.edu. 
  
Like Antonio, I also considered whether or not to express my own opinion on this important matter. As Speaker 
of the Faculty Senate, while I also wish to be perceived as neutral and open to all, I feel that I cannot remain 
silent.  
  
For a number of reasons, I am totally and unequivocally opposed to allowing guns in classrooms and other 
University buildings. 
  
We hope to hear from you.  Have a great day! 
 
 
 Best,   

 
Bob Strawser 
Speaker of the Faculty Senate 
 

Antonio Cepeda-Benito 
Dean of Faculties and Associate Provost




